
In This Issue: 1  POGO Speaks at IG Conference  2  Director’s Letter  3  POGO Good Government 
Hall of Fame  3  DoD OIG in Turmoil  4  POGO Leaks DOT Report  4  OSC’s Scott Bloch At It Again  
5  Livermore Lab  5  NRC Report Update

POGO in Lively Debate at IG Conference

Earlier this year, POGO’s Executive Director Danielle 
Brian and Investigator Beverley Lumpkin were invited 

to the annual conference of federal Inspectors General 
(IGs). They joined Deputy Director of the White House 
Offi ce of Management and Budget and Chair of the IG 
Councils Clay Johnson III on a panel to discuss the role 
of Inspectors General, as well as POGO’s fi ndings from its 
review of the IG system.

In what was a lively discussion, some basic questions were 
raised, including to whom IGs report. This simple question 
sparked debate between POGO and Johnson, and even 
prompted the audience to join in. The Inspector General 
law makes clear that IGs fall only under the general 
supervision of their agency heads, and that they must report and respond to Congress as much as they do to their 
agency chiefs. The IG law also requires that IGs keep Congress “fully and currently informed” about signifi cant issues 
affecting their agencies. It is this dual reporting function that makes Inspectors General unique in government.

However, that “dual-hattedness,” as one IG called it, was rejected by Mr. Johnson. He maintained that IGs are hired 
and fi red by the executive branch, and therefore report to that branch. In fact, Johnson said, it is “forbidden at all 
costs” for an IG to have an informal relationship with Congress. Johnson later wrote in a blog response to POGO, 
“an IG should not report to Congress anything he or she hasn’t also briefed agency management on, or the details 
of ongoing investigations.” Many IGs disagree, and continue to brief Congress regularly on their work (except for 
sensitive criminal investigations, of course). This difference of opinion about an IG’s role highlights how diffi cult IGs 
are fi nding it to straddle the barbed wire fence between the two branches of government, as the law requires them 
to do.

Another central question explored by the panel was whether IGs have suffi cient independence to accomplish their 
mission, the focus of POGO’s fi rst IG report, Inspectors General: Many Lack Essential Tools for Independence. While Mr. 
Johnson declared that there had “not been one instance of an IG not having the independence needed to do a good 
job,” POGO has heard multiple tales of agency infringement of IGs’ powers. Danielle and Beverley let the IGs know 
that POGO would continue its IG oversight project, with the second report covering accountability, performance, and 
effectiveness to be released later this year. ■
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Clay Johnson, Danielle Brian, and Beverley Lumpkin speak at the 
annual conference of federal IGs.


